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Remembering Marina
Students’ Concert in memory of
Marina Bondarenko

Marina Bondarenko was the co-founder (along with Prof. Emanuel Krasovsky) and general director of
Tel Hai International Piano Master Classes for eleven years, until her untimely death. Marina was
much more than a general director, she was the "mother" of all the students of the Course. She knew
every student. She knew the student's background, life, dreams, problems…
Although Marina worked endless hours directing the Master Classes, she always had time to listen, to
guide, and to take care of the students.
During the course she chose not to live in the teachers’ quarters but in the students’ area, so she can be
as close to the students as possible and quickly solve any problem that may arise. She was a very warm
and caring person and she put her soul in everything she did.
Marina Bondarenko was an accomplished artist. She was a magnificent concert pianist; she also
recorded many CDs (mostly with cellist Zvi Harel), and some of her students for solo piano and
chamber music enjoyed international careers.
For 30 years she worked at the Buchmann- Mehta School of music, Tel Aviv University, where she
directed for many years the Chamber Music department. Marina gave new life to the chamber music
department, she developed it enormously; during her time, the department grew significantly and had
sixty active chamber groups. She also set very high standards for the years to follow. She created a
tradition that the outstanding ensembles of the Academy perform on the most prestigious stages in
Israel, including recordings for the Radio. On the 50th anniversary of the Music academy, she directed
an international Chamber Music festival with 50 chamber groups coming from the best 50 academies
in Europe.
I had the privilege to be her student for chamber music for years, and in time I felt we became close
friends. Marina was always very devoted and generous; when I had a lesson, I could never know if it
would be a lesson of one, two or three hours, but also when it was very long, it never felt long, since it
was always exciting and full of inspiration. Before concerts and competitions, Marina used to give me
a lesson every day, including weekends, and although we worked on the same piece, there was always
something new to learn from her.
Marina was a very dedicated friend, an outstanding artist and a poetic teacher.
We will always remember her with love and longing.

Yoni Farhi
Music Producer
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F. Schubert
Sonata in C minor, D.958

Allegro
Adagio
Menuetto: Allegro – Trio
Allegro

Alon Kariv, Israel

R. Schumann
Faschingsschwank aus Wien, Op. 26

Allegro (Sehr Lebhaft)

Lihi Shoham, Israel

A. Scriabin
Sonata No. 2 in G-sharp minor, Op. 19 “Sonata-Fantasy”

Yali Zaken, Israel

L. v. Beethoven
Sonata No. 28 in A Major, Op. 101

Etwas lebhaft und mit der Innigster Empfindung
Lebhaft. Marschmässig
Langsam und Sehnsuchtsvoll
Geschwind, doch nicht zu sehr, und mit Entschlossenheit

Yali Levy Schwartz, USA/Israel

S. Rachmaninoff
Prelude, Op.23 No.4

F. Chopin
Ballade No. 3 in A flat Major, Op. 47

David Tsehansky, Israel
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